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This book analyses the critique of instrumental reason from Weber
through to the present day. Weber constitutes the starting point
because he represents a key moment of theoretical and political
transition. Whereas Enlightenment thinkers such as Kant, Rousseau and
Hegel had a profound faith in the power of reason to improve society
and mankind, Weber signals that far from being a universally positive
and progressive force, the institutionalisation of reason might actually
be a highly effective tool in the struggle for domination. Schecter charts
how Weber's ideas took shape as a response to






