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The three decades between 1865 and 1895 marked a particularly
contentious period in the relationship between Britain and Russia in
Central Asia, which more than once brought them to the verge of war.
Moderates tried to settle the problem by the negotiation of 'neutral
zones', or firm boundaries, but the issue was complicated by
misreading of intentions, much internal confusion and dispute, and
considerable ignorance of the geographical and geopolitical factors
involved.This careful and detailed analysis examines the strategic
thinking and diplomatic discourse which underlay the whole


