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How did America rise to global dominance in technology, and what
happened since then? What feeds technological advancement and the
economic growth it brings? What factors contribute to today's
worrisome trends, and who is responsible? What can be done now to
avoid or diminish the impact of a decline?
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We live in a kaleidoscopic world in the new Anthropocene Epoch. This
calls for a more inclusive public international law that accepts diverse
actors in addition to States and other sources of law, including
individualized voluntary commitments. Norms are critical to the
stability and legitimacy of this international system. They underlie
responses to rapid change, to new technological developments and to
problems of protecting commons, promoting public goods, and



providing social and economic justice. Certain fundamental norms can
be identified ; others are emerging. The norm of mutual accountability
underpins the implementation of other norms. Norms are especially
relevant to frontier doit-yourself technologies, such as synthetic
biology, digital currencies, cyber activity, and climate interventions, as
addressed in the book. Reconceiving public international law lessens
the sharp divide between public and private law and between domestic
and international law.



