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In this study, Baltruschat calls attention to dramatic changes in
worldwide media production. Her work provides new insights into
industry re-organization, digital media, and audience interactivity as
pivotal relationships are redrawn along the entire value chain of
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production, distribution, and consumption. Based on an international
study, she details how cultural agents now negotiate a media landscape
through collaborative ventures, co-productions and format franchising.
These varied collaborations define the new global media economy and
affect a shift across the entire field of cultural
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This work examines the relationship between adolescents' passage to
adulthood and community adaptation, resiliency, and survival. It
reviews the literature on initiation and rites of passage along with
relevant concepts from community psychology, especially the notion of
a psychological sense of community. Cross-cultural ethnographies and
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case studies offer examples of traditional initiation rites. Elements
central to a psychological sense of community and community-oriented
rites of passage are explored.


