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The essays in this volume deal with the legal history of the Province of
Quebec, Upper and Lower Canada, and the Province of Canada between
the British conquest of 1759 and confederation of the British North
America colonies in 1867. The backbone of the modern Canadian
provinces of Ontario and Quebec, this geographic area was unified
politically for more than half of the period under consideration. As
such, four of the papers are set in the geographic cradle of modern
Quebec, four treat nineteenth-century Ontario, and the remaining four
deal with the St. Lawrence and Great Lakes watershed as a whole.The
authors come from disciplines as diverse as history, socio-legal
studies, women's studies, and law. The majority make substantial use
of second-language sources in their essays, which shade into
intellectual history, social and family history, regulatory history, and
political history.
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The American historian of ancient religions, Morton Smith (1915-
1991), studied with the great scholar of Jewish mysticism, Gershom
Scholem (1897-1982), when he was in Jerusalem during the Second
World War. After the war, the two started a long, fascinating and at
times intense correspondence that ended only with Scholem's death.
These letters, found in the Scholem archive in the National Library in
Jerusalem, provide a rare perspective on the world and the approach of
two leading historians of religion in the twentieth century. They also
shed important new light upon Smith's discovery of a letter attributed
to Clement of Alexandria referring to a secret Gospel of Mark.


