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Currently, many smart materials exhibit one or multifunctional
capabilities that are being effectively exploited in various engineering
applications, but these are only a hint of what is possible. Newer
classes of smart materials are beginning to display the capacity for
self-repair, self-diagnosis, self-multiplication, and self-degradation.
Ultimately, what will make them practical and commercially viable are
control devices that provide sufficient speed and sensitivity. While there
are other candidates, piezoelectric actuators and sensors are proving to
be the best choice. <STRONG



