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Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) is generally considered one of the
main founders of modern linguistics and semiotics. The book that was
derived from his teaching, the Course in General Linguistics, had a
lasting impact on the intellectual life of the 20th century and remains
today an object of debates and controversies. This Guide for the
Perplexed introduces the reader to the ways in which Saussure
developed his revolutionary insights on language in the context of the
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linguistics of his time.  It also provides clear definitions and
explanations of the basic notions that form the substance o


