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The history of footbinding is full of contradictions and unexpected
turns. The practice originated in the dance culture of China's medieval
court and spread to gentry families, brothels, maid's quarters, and
peasant households. Conventional views of footbinding as patriarchal
oppression often neglect its complex history and the incentives of the
women involved. This revisionist history, elegantly written and
meticulously researched, presents a fascinating new picture of the
practice from its beginnings in the tenth century to its demise in the
twentieth century. Neither condemning nor defending foot-binding,
Dorothy Ko debunks many myths and misconceptions about its origins,
development, and eventual end, exploring in the process the
entanglements of male power and female desires during the practice's
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thousand-year history. Cinderella's Sisters argues that rather than
stemming from sexual perversion, men's desire for bound feet was
connected to larger concerns such as cultural nostalgia, regional
rivalries, and claims of male privilege. Nor were women hapless victims,
the author contends. Ko describes how women-those who could afford
it-bound their own and their daughters' feet to signal their high status
and self-respect. Femininity, like the binding of feet, was associated
with bodily labor and domestic work, and properly bound feet and
beautifully made shoes both required exquisite skills and technical
knowledge passed from generation to generation. Throughout her
narrative, Ko deftly wields methods of social history, literary criticism,
material culture studies, and the history of the body and fashion to
illustrate how a practice that began as embodied lyricism-as a way to
live as the poets imagined-ended up being an exercise in excess and
folly.
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A classic building material with a new sensibility, concrete has an
excellent reputation today and is valued by planners and builders for its
multi-faceted properties. Besides its extensive structural capacities, the
diverse features and potential surface finishes of concrete offer
enormous potential. Yet this publication does not limit its attention to
the design and building of concrete supporting structures, but focuses
especially on the material qualities of concrete, and thus, on the haptic
and sensual aspects of the material. The Atlas of Modern Concrete
Construction offers the planner basic professional information about
concrete as a building material, including its manufacture, its material
properties, and the design of concrete supporting structures, including
current options for digital design and assembly processes. As the
standard reference work in its field, this publication provides extensive
professional information about affordability, energy efficiency,
sustainability and renovation, from refurbishing to design and interior
decoration. An extensive catalogue of works with successful examples
from architectural practice provides inspiration and incentives for
putting this classical building material into modern use.
Klassischer Baustoff in neuer Sinnlichkeit Beton erfreut sich heute in
seinem Facettenreichtum großer Beliebtheit bei Planern und Bauherren.
Bietet das Material doch neben seinen umfangreichen statischen
Fähigkeiten durch die Vielschichtigkeit seiner Eigenschaften und
Oberflächenbeschaffenheiten ein enormes Potenzial. Aber nicht nur
Entwurf und Baukonstruktion von Betontragwerken stehen in dieser
Publikation im Vordergrund, sondern insbesondere auch die
Stofflichkeit und damit die haptisch-sinnliche Seite des Materials. Der
Atlas Moderner Betonbau liefert dem Planer fundierte
Fachinformationen zum Baustoff Beton von der Herstellung über die
Materialität bis zum Entwurf von Betontragwerken, inklusive aktueller
Möglichkeiten digitaler Entwurfs- und Fertigungsprozesse. Von der
Wirtschaftlichkeit, Fragen zu Energie und Nachhaltigkeit über die
Sanierung bis zum Design und zur Innenraumgestaltung bietet die
Publikation als Standardnachschlagewerk umfassende
Fachinformationen. Ein umfangreiches Werkverzeichnis mit gelungenen
Beispielen aus der Praxis inspiriert und lädt ein, den klassischen
Baustoff zu modernem Einsatz zu bringen.


