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What do we know about early modern sex, and how do we know it?
How, when, and why does sex become history? In Thinking Sex with the
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Early Moderns, Valerie Traub addresses these questions and, in doing
so, reorients the ways in which historians and literary critics, feminists
and queer theorists approach sexuality and its history. Her answers
offer interdisciplinary strategies for confronting the difficulties of
making sexual knowledge. Based on the premise that producing sexual
knowledge is difficult because sex itself is often inscrutable, Thinking
Sex with the Early Moderns leverages the notions of opacity and
impasse to explore barriers to knowledge about sex in the past. Traub
argues that the obstacles in making sexual history can illuminate the
difficulty of knowing sexuality. She also argues that these impediments
themselves can be adopted as a guiding principle of historiography:
sex may be good to think with, not because it permits us access but
because it doesn't.
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The digital transformation is accompanied by two simultaneous
processes: digital humanities challenging the humanities, their
theories, methodologies and disciplinary identities and pushing
computer science to get involved in new fields. But how can qualitative
and quantitative methods be usefully combined in one research
project? What are the theoretical and methodological principles across
all disciplinary digital approaches? This volume focusses on driving
innovation and conceptualising the humanities in the 21st century.
Building on the results of 10 research projects, it serves as a useful tool
for designing cutting-edge research that goes beyond conventional
strategies.


