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As environmental issues move to the centre of the political debate,
more attention is being focused on the role our economy has played in
creating the ecological crisis, and what a sustainable economy might
look like. In spite of the success of the environmental movement in
drawing attention to the crisis facing us, there has been comparatively
little attention focused on the way the operation of the global economy
contributes to this crisis.Environment and Economy provides a
stimulating introductory insight into the history of thinking that has
linked the economy and
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X-Ray Astronomical Instrumentation -- Overview -- Proportional
Counters -- Scintillation Counters -- Imaging Proportional Counters --
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System Objects -- Nuclear Burning Stars -- White Dwarfs -- X-Ray
Emission of Cataclysmic Variables and Related Objects -- Classical
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-- Black-Hole Binaries -- X-Ray Studies of Supernovae and Supernova
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Extragalactic X-Ray Astronomy -- X-Rays from Nearby Galaxies -- X-
Ray Flares in the Cores of Galaxies -- Active Galactic Nuclei -- X-Ray
Studies of Clusters of Galaxies -- Gamma-Ray Bursts -- Cosmic X-Ray
Background -- The Future.
In the last 45 years, X-ray astronomy has become an integral part of
modern astrophysics and cosmology. There is a wide range of
astrophysical objects and phenomena, where X-rays provide crucial
diagnostics. In particular they are well suited to study hot plasmas and
matter under extreme physical conditions in compact objects. This
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book summarizes the present status of X-ray astronomy in terms of
observational results and their astrophysical interpretation. It is written
for students, astrophysicists as well a growing community of physicists
interested in the field. An introduction including historical material is
followed by chapters on X-ray astronomical instrumentation. The next
two parts summarize in 17 chapters the present knowledge on various
classes of X-ray sources in the galactic and extragalactic realm. While
the X-ray astronomical highlights discussed in this book are mainly
based on results from ROSAT, ASCA, RXTE, BeppoSAX, Chandra and
XMM-Newton, a final chapter provides an outlook on observational
capabilities and projects discussed for the future.


