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This book examines to what extent the right of self-defence, as laid
down in Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, permits States
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to launch military operations against other States. In particular, it
focuses on the occurrence of an ‘armed attack' - the crucial trigger for
the activation of this right. In light of the developments since 9/11, the
author analyses relevant physical and verbal customary practice,
ranging from the 1974 Definition of Aggression to recent incidents
such as the 2001 US intervention in Afghanistan and the 2006 Israeli
intervention in Lebanon. The notion of ‘armed attack’ is examined from
a threefold perspective. What acts can be regarded as an ‘armed
attack'? When can an 'armed attack' be considered to take place? And
from whom must an 'armed attack' emanate? By way of conclusion, the
different findings are brought together in a draft 'Definition of Armed
Attack'.
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"Riding on Comets is the true story of an only child growing up in a
working-class family during the 1950s and '60s. As the family
storyteller, Cat Pleska whispers and shouts about her life growing up
around savvy, strong women and hard-working, hard-drinking men.
Unlike many family stories set within Appalachia, this story provides an
uncommon glimpse into this region: not coal, but an aluminum plant;
not hollers, but small-town America; not hillbillies, but a hard-working
family with traditional values. From the dinner table, to the back porch,
to the sprawling countryside, Cat Pleska reveals the sometimes tender,
sometimes frightening education of a child who listens at the knees of
these giants. She mimics and learns every nuance, every rhythm--how
they laugh, smoke, cuss, fight, love, and tell stories--as she

unwittingly prepares to carry their tales forward, their words and
actions forever etched in her mind. And finally, she discovers a life
story of her own"--



