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What is epidemiology? What are the causes of a new disease? How can
pandemics be prevented? Epidemiology is the study of the changing
patterns of disease and its main aim is to improve the health of
populations. It's a vital field, central to the health of society, to the
identification of causes of disease, and to their management and
prevention. Epidemiology has had an impact on many areas of
medicine; from discovering the relationship between tobacco smoking
and lung cancer, to the origin and spread of new epidemics. However,
it is often poorly understood, largely due to misrepresentations in the
media.In this Very Short Introduction Rodolfo Saracci dispels some of
the myths surrounding the study of epidemiology. He provides a
general explanation of the principles behind clinical trials, and explains
the nature of basic statistics concerning disease. He also looks at the
ethical and political issues related to obtaining and using information
concerning patients, and trials involving placebos.
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The 4th International Computer Science Symposium in Russia (CSR
2009) was held August 18-23,2009 in Novosibirsk,Russia, hosted by
the Sobolev Institute of Mathematics and Novosibirsk State University. It
was the fourth event in the series of regular international meetings,
following CSR 2006 in St. Petersburg, CSR 2007 in Ekaterinburg, and
CSR 2008 in Moscow. The opening lecture was given by Andrei
Voronkov, and four other invited plenary lectures were given by Sergei
Odintsov, Wolfgang Thomas, Nikolai Vereshchagin, and Hongseok
Yang. This volume contains all the accepted papers and some of the
abstracts of the invited speakers. The scope of the proposed topics for
the symposium was quite broad and covered basically all areas of
computer science. We received 66 papers in total, and the Program
Committee selected 29. Yandex provided the Best Student Paper
Awards; the recepients of these awards were selected by the Program
Committee: - Dmitry Itsykson, "Structural complexity of AvgBPP" - Yuri
Pritykin and Julya Ulyashkina, "Aperiodicity measure for in'nite
sequences." The reviewing processwasorganizedusing the
EasyChairconferencesystem, created by Andrei Voronkov. We are
grateful to our sponsors: - Russian Foundation for Basic Research -
Yandex (the largest Russian Internet portal providing key Web services).
We also thank the group of local organizers and in particular Pavel
Salimov.



