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For nearly two thousand years Buddhism has mystified and captivated
both lay people and scholars alike. Seen alternately as a path to
spiritual enlightenment, an system of ethical and moral rubrics, a
cultural tradition, or simply a graceful philosophy of life, Buddhism has
produced impassioned followers the world over. The Buddhist saint
Nagarjuna, who lived in South India in approximately the first century
CE, is undoubtedly the most important, influential, and widely studied
Mahayana Buddhist philosopher. His many works include texts
addressed to lay audiences, letters of advice to kings, a



