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The Republic of Ireland has won its status as a leading contributor to
international peacekeeping operations, which has been its key 'foreign
policy' since the 1960s. But why is Ireland so keen to be involved? This
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new book asks and answers this and other key questions about
Ireland's close involvement with the EU. It cannot simply be for
charitable reasons, so is it because it is a neutral state or because it is a
middle power? Overall, is Ireland's peacekeeping policy based on
realism and liberalism? The characteristics of peacekeeping operations
have changed significantly, especia
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