1. Record Nr.
Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Descrizione fisica

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910458631703321

Fine Gary Alan

Everyday genius [[electronic resource] ] : self-taught art and the culture
of authenticity / / Gary Alan Fine

Chicago, : University of Chicago Press, 2004

1-282-77571-5
9786612775710
0-226-24960-3

1 online resource (343 p.)

709/.04/07

Outsider art - United States
Art - Marketing

Art - Expertising

Electronic books.

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.

Includes bibliographical references (p. 285-319) and index.

Frontmatter -- Contents -- lllustrations -- Preface -- Introduction --

1. Creating Boundaries -- 2. Creating Biography -- 3. Creating Artists
-- 4. Creating Collections -- 5. Creating Community -- 6. Creating
Markets -- 7. Creating Institutions -- 8. Creating Art Worlds -- Notes
-- Index

From Henry Darger's elaborate paintings of young girls caught in a
vicious war to the sacred art of the Reverend Howard Finster, the work
of outsider artists has achieved unique status in the art world.
Celebrated for their lack of traditional training and their position on the
fringes of society, outsider artists nonetheless participate in a
traditional network of value, status, and money. After spending years
immersed in the world of self-taught artists, Gary Alan Fine presents
Everyday Genius, one of the most insightful and comprehensive
examinations of this network and how it confers artistic value. Fine
considers the differences among folk art, outsider art, and self-taught
art, explaining the economics of this distinctive art market and
exploring the dimensions of its artistic production and distribution.
Interviewing dealers, collectors, curators, and critics and venturing into



the backwoods and inner-city homes of numerous self-taught artists,
Fine describes how authenticity is central to the system in which
artists-often poor, elderly, members of a minority group, or mentally
ill-are seen as having an unfettered form of expression highly valued in
the art world. Respected dealers, he shows, have a hand in burnishing
biographies of the artists, and both dealers and collectors trade in
identities as much as objects. Revealing the inner workings of an
elaborate and prestigious world in which money, personalities, and
values affect one another, Fine speaks eloquently to both experts and
general readers, and provides rare access to a world of creative
invention-both by self-taught artists and by those who profit from

their work. "Indispensable for an understanding of this world and its
workings. . . . Fine's book is not an attack on the Outsider Art
phenomenon. But it is masterful in its anatomization of some of its
contradictions, conflicts, pressures, and absurdities."-Eric Gibson,
Washington Times



