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Chance, and its representation in literature, has a long and problematic
history. It is a vital aspect of the way we experience the world, and yet
its function is frequently marginalised and downplayed. Offering a new
reading of the development of the novel during the mid-twentieth



century, Jordan argues that this simple novelistic paradox became more
pressing during a period in which chance became a cultural, scientific
and literary preoccupation - through scientific developments such as
guantum mechanics and the uncertainty principle, the influence of
existential philosophy, the growth of gambling, and the uncertainty
provoked by the Second World War. In tracing the novel's
representation of chance during this crucial period, we see both the
development of the novel, and draw wider conclusions about the
relationship between narrative and the contingent, the arbitrary and the
uncertain. While the novel had historically rejected, marginalised or
undermined chance, during this period it becomes a creative and
welcome co-contributor to the novel's development, as writers such as
Samuel Beckett, B.S. Johnson, Henry Green and Iris Murdoch show.
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Catastrophic scenarios dominate our contemporary mindset.
Catastrophic events and predictions have spurred new interest in re-
examining the history of earlier disasters and the social and conceptual
resources they have mobilized. The essays gathered in this volume
reconsider the history and theory of different catastrophes and their
aftermath. The emphasis is on the need to distance this process of
reconsideration from previous teleological representations of
catastrophes as an endpoint, and to begin considering their "operative"
aspects, which unmask the nature of social and political structures.
Among the essays in this volume are analyses, by leading scholars in
their respective fields, concerning the role of catastrophes in theology,
in the history of industrial accidents, in theory of history, in the history
of law, in "catastrophe films", in the history of cybernetics, in post-
Holocaust discussions of reparations, and in climate change.



