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The civil wars that brought down the Roman Republic were fought on
more than battlefields. Armed gangs infested the Italian countryside, in
the city of Rome mansions were besieged, and bounty-hunters
searched the streets for ""public enemies."" Among the astonishing
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stories to survive from these years is that of a young woman whose
parents were killed, on the eve of her wedding, in the violence
engulfing Italy. While her future husband fought overseas, she staved
off a run on her father's estate. Despite an acute currency shortage, she
raised money to help her fiance in exile. And when several


