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10.1 INTRODUCTION

The progressive dwindling of fossil resources, coupled with the drastic
increase in oil prices, have sparked a feverish activity in search of
alternatives based on renewable resources for the production of
energy. Given the predominance of petroleum- and carbon-based
chemistry for the manufacture of organic chemical commodities, a
similar preoccupation has recently generated numerous initiatives
aimed at replacing these fossil sources with renewable counterparts. In
particular, major efforts are being conducted in the field of polymer
science and technology to prepare macromolecular materi


