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Falling behind and falling apart : the bottom billion -- The conflict trap
-- The natural resource trap -- Landlocked with bad neighbors -- Bad
governance in a small country -- On missing the boat : the
marginalization of the bottom billion in the world economy -- Aid to
the rescue? -- Military intervention -- Laws and charters -- Trade
policy for reversing marginalization -- An agenda for action.

Global poverty, economist Collier points out, is actually falling quite
rapidly for about 80% of the world. The real crisis lies in a group of
about 50 failing states, the bottom billion, whose problems defy
traditional approaches to alleviating poverty. Here, Collier contends
that these fifty failed states pose the central challenge of the
developing world in the twenty-first century. This group of small
nations, largely unnoticed by the industrialized West, are dropping
further and further behind the majority of the world's people, often
falling into an absolute decline in living standards. A struggle rages
within each of these nation between reformers and corrupt leaders--
and the corrupt are winning. Collier analyzes the causes of failure, and
offers a bold new plan.--From publisher description.
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The worldwide consumption of fossil fuel continues to increase at
unsustainable levels, which will lead to progressive scarcity, if
immediate and innovative measures are not taken for its sustainable
use. This scarcity necessitates the development of renewable and
sustainable alternatives for fossil fuels. A possible solution to today's
energy challenges can be provided by biofuels. This book intends to
provide the reader with a comprehensive overview of the current status
and the future implications of biofuels. Diverse and aptly covered
comprehensive information in this book will directly enhance both basic
and applied research in biofuels and will particularly be useful for
students, scientists, breeders, growers, ecologists, industrialists and
policy makers. It will be a valuable reference point to improve biofuels
in the areas of ecologically and economically sustainable bioenergy
research.



