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What is wisdom? Where does it come from? Where can we find it? And
what does it mean in our lives? In Secrets of the Oracle, David Shaw
explores these questions by turning to the works of wisdom writers,
whose words retain their meaning and transformative power even
centuries after they were written.Wisdom literature exists in two
shaping forms - the aphorism, geared towards the past, and the oracle,
a revolutionary impulse looking to the future. Secrets of the Oracle
discusses both types of wisdom, finding them in the works of poets
and philosophers from Tennyson and Zeno to Yeats and George
Berkeley, from Browning and Schleiermacher to T.S. Eliot and F.H.
Bradley. The book also discusses the contribution to wisdom of Jesus
and the author of Ecclesiastes, of Abraham Lincoln and Norman
Maclean. Part celebration of wisdom found and part lament for wisdom
lost, Secrets of the Oracle is convincing in its assertion that wisdom
articulates what is and offers creative visions of the future.
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The two volumes LNCS 5863 and 5864 constitute the proceedings of
the 16th International Conference on Neural Information Processing,
ICONIP 2009, held in Bangkok, Thailand, in December 2009. The 145
regular session papers and 53 special session papers presented were
carefully reviewed and selected from 466 submissions. The papers are
structured in topical sections on cognitive science and computational
neuroscience, neurodynamics, mathematical modeling and analysis,
kernel and related methods, learning algorithms, pattern analysis, face
analysis and processing, image processing, financial applications,
computer vision, control and robotics, evolutionary computation, other
emerging computational methods, signal, data and text processing,
artificial spiking neural systems: nonlinear dynamics and engineering
applications, towards brain-inspired systems, computational advances
in bioinformatics, data mining for cybersecurity, evolutionary neural
networks: theory and practice, hybrid and adaptive systems for
computer vision and robot control, intelligent data mining, neural
networks for data mining, and SOM and related subjects and its
applications.
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