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In the spring of 1862, Federal troops under the command of General
George B. McClellan launched what was to be a coordinated, two-
pronged attack on Richmond in the hope of taking the Confederate
capital and bringing a quick end to the Civil War. The Confederate high
command tasked Stonewall Jackson with diverting critical Union
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resources from this drive, a mission Jackson fulfilled by repeatedly
defeating much larger enemy forces. His victories elevated him to near
iconic status in both the North and the South and signaled a long war
ahead. One of the most intriguing and storied episodes


