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"Eberhard Happel, Baroque German author of an extensive body of
work of fiction and nonfiction, has for many years been categorized as
a 'courtly-gallant' novelist. In Mediating Culture in the Seventeenth-
Century German Novel, author Gerhild Scholz Williams argues that
categorizing him thus is to seriously misread him and to miss out on a
fascinating perspective on this dynamic period in German history.
Happel primarily lived and worked in the vigorous port city of
Hamburg, which was a 'media center' in terms of the access it offered
to a wide library of books in public and private collections, and
Hamburg's port status meant it buzzed with news and information.
Happel's novels deal with many topics of current interest--explorations
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of national identity formation, gender and sexualities, Western
European encounters with neighbors to the East, confrontations with
non-European and non-Western powers and cultures--and they feature
multiple media, including news reports, news collections, and travel
writings. As a result, Happel's use of contemporary source material in
his novels feeds the current interest in the impact of the production of
knowledge on 17th-century narrative. Mediating Culture in the
Seventeenth-Century German Novel explores the narrative wealth and
multiversity of Happel's work, examines Happel's novels as illustrative
of 17th-century novel writing in Germany, and investigates the
synergistic relationship in Happel's writings between the booming print
media industry and the evolution of the German novel"--
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Roman Eine dunkle Geschichte (1841)
Ein Roman aus Balzacs Commedie humaine, der den Autor als Kenner
der Kriminalistik und des Strafrechts erweist, wie es im 19. Jahrhundert
wohl nur noch bei Dostojewski der Fall ist. Deutlich werden die
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Verflechtungen zwischen Strafrecht, Strafverfahren und
gesellschaftlichen Veränderungen in der Ära Napoleons, und der Leser
gewinnt Einblicke in das Rechtssystem der damaligen Zeit.
This novel from Balzac’s Human Comedy reveals the author as a 19th
century connoisseur of criminal justice and penal law rivaled only by
Dostoyevsky. Balzac uncovers the connections between penal law,
criminal procedure, and social change in the Napoleonic age, providing
the reader with insights into the legal system of that period.


