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The last quarter of the 18th century was a period of extensive political,
economic, and social change in North America, as the continent-wide
struggle between European superpowers waned. Native groups found
themselves enmeshed in the market economy and new state forms of
control, among other new threats to their cultural survival. Native
populations throughout North America actively engaged the expanding



marketplace in a variety of economic and social forms. These actions,
often driven by and expressed through changes in material culture,
were supported by a desire to maintain distinctive
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