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Shunsuke Tsurumi, one of Japan's most distinguished contemporary
philosophers, continues his study of the intellectual and social history
of modern Japan with this penetrating analysis of popular culture in the
post-war years. Japanese manga (comics), manzai (dialogues),
television, advertising and popular songs are the medium for a
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revealing examination of the many contradictory forces at work

beneath the surface of an apparently uniform and universal culture. The
author argues that the iconography of these popular forms has deep
and significant implication for the development of Japanese
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"In 1959 Cuba, Natalia San Martin was nothing short of a princess....All
that changed on the fateful New Year's Eve when Fidel Castro and his
followers seized control of the country, with tragic consequences for

not only the island, but Natalia herself....Five years later, in 1960s New
York, she's known as Natalie Martin.... When the enigmatic Jack Roemer
offers her a job writing the memaoir of a starlet on the brink of self-



destruction, she sees not only opportunity, but unexpected echoes of a
fairytale long forgotten....peeling back the layers of someone else's
past forces Natalie to confront her own."--Publisher website.



