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A picture of sovereignty holds the study of politics captive. Captives of
Sovereignty looks at the historical origins of this picture of politics,
critiques its philosophical assumptions and offers a way to move
contemporary critiques of sovereignty beyond their current impasse.
The first part of the book is diagnostic. Why, despite their best efforts
to critique sovereignty, do political scientists who are dissatisfied with
the concept continue to reproduce the logic of sovereignty in their
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thinking? Havercroft draws on the writings of Hobbes and Spinoza to
argue that theories of sovereignty are produced and reproduced in
response to skepticism. The second part of the book draws on
contemporary critiques of skeptical arguments by Wittgenstein and
Cavell to argue that their alternative way of responding to skepticism
avoids the need to invoke a sovereign as the final arbiter of all political
disputes.
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This pioneering study examines the process of reasoning in Islamic law.
Some of the key questions addressed here include whether sacred law
operates differently from secular law, why laws change or stay the same
and how different cultural and historical settings impact the
development of legal rulings. In order to explore these questions, the
author examines the decisions of thirty jurists from the largest legal
tradition in Islam: the Hanafi school of law. He traces their rulings on
the question of women and communal prayer across a very broad
period of time - from the eighth to the eighteenth century - to
demonstrate how jurists interpreted the law and reconciled their
decisions with the scripture and the sayings of the Prophet. The result
is a fascinating overview of how Islamic law has evolved and the
thinking behind individual rulings.


