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Earthquakes, droughts, floods, and storms are natural hazards, but
unnatural disasters are the deaths and damages that result from human
acts of omission and commission. Every disaster is unique, but each
exposes actions-by individuals and governments at different levels-
that, had they been different, would have resulted in fewer deaths and
less damage. Prevention is possible, and this book examines what it
takes to do this cost-effectively.lt looks at disasters primarily through

an economic lens. Economists emphasize self-interest to explain how
people choose the amount of prevention, insuran






