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Certain constrained combinatorial optimization problems have a
natural analogue in the continuous setting of the classical isoperimetric
problem. The study of so called combinatorial isoperimetric problems
exploits similarities between these two, seemingly disparate, settings.
This text focuses on global methods. This means that morphisms,
typically arising from symmetry or direct product decomposition, are
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employed to transform new problems into more restricted and easily
solvable settings whilst preserving essential structure. This book is
based on Professor Harper's many years' experience in teaching this
subject and is ideal for graduate students entering the field. The author
has increased the utility of the text for teaching by including worked
examples, exercises and material about applications to computer
science. Applied systematically, the global point of view can lead to
surprising insights and results, and established researchers will find
this to be a valuable reference work on an innovative method for
problem solving.
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Sommario/riassunto IN LOVE AND WAR, SOME OATHS ARE MEANT TO BE BROKEN...Riding
into the arena under the furling blazon of the blue falcon, Sir Conan de
Corbney accepts a token from the young beauty, Lady Chandra,
sparking a romance foretold long ago. That is, unless Conan's mother
can help it. Colluding with her son's rival, Sir Tedric, Lady Udele secretly
arranges a more lucrative marriage for her son and weds him to
Edwina--Chandra's older sister--while Sir Tedric claims the fiery
Chandra for himself. Thus begins the star-crossed lovers' quest, amidst
treachery and betrayal, for the path back to each other's arms. When a
knight is pledged twice, once for loyalty and once for love, which oath
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will prove stronger? From private chambers to the distant bloodstained
shores of the Crusades under King Richard's reign, THE BLUE FALCON is
a timeless tale of adventure, treachery, and above all, an unforgettable
love story. PRAISE FOR ROBYN CARR'S HISTORICALS:"She has done it
again. Robyn Carr is absolutely marvelous."--Danielle Steel"Adventure,
danger, derring-do, as well as doings at the glittering anything-goes
court of Charles II...Carr tells an entertaining yarn."--Publishers
Weekly"A fast, gripping story...The reading public can anticipate good
books from an imaginative new author."--Best Sellers


