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The papers in this volume were presented at the Fifth Biennial
Symposium of the Department of Linguistics, Rice University, March
1993. The participants were asked to concentrate in depth and in a
self-reflective way upon some range of data. The intent was multifold.
The first purpose was descriptive. It was expected that the participants
would carry out their task in a retrospective way, exemplifying and
building upon their previous work, but it was also expected that they
would begin to demonstrate the configuration of some area in a more
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comprehensive picture of language. The point was to t


