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Books and writing, according to Jacques Derrida, are always concerned
with questions of life and death. Nowhere is this more true than
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regarding the heavenly book motif, which plays an important role in
early Judeo-Christian literature, and particularly in apocalypses. This
book identifies four sub-types of the motif—the books of life, deeds,
fate, and action—and examines their development and function
primarily in Jewish and Christian apocalypses. It argues that the
overarching function of the motif is to signify life and death for those
inscribed: earthly life and death in its early appearances and eternal
destiny in later texts. The first full-length analysis of the heavenly book
motif in English, this study highlights a vital element of the genre
apocalypse.
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This book highlights recent research on soft computing, pattern
recognition and biologically inspired computing. It presents 24 selected
papers from the 11th International Conference on Soft Computing and
Pattern Recognition (SoCPaR 2019) and 5 papers from the 11th World
Congress on Nature and Biologically Inspired Computing (NaBIC 2019),
held at Vardhaman College of Engineering, Hyderabad, India, on
December 13–15, 2019. SoCPaR–NaBIC is a premier conference and
brings together researchers, engineers and practitioners whose work
involves soft computing and bio-inspired computing, as well as their
industrial and real-world applications. Including contributions by
authors from 15 countries, the book offers a valuable reference guide
for all researchers, students and practitioners in the fields of Computer
Science and Engineering.


