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Passivization is explained by using the formalism of combinatory logic.
The agented passive is derived from the agentless as follows: a term
denoting an agent is transposed into a predicate modifier and applied
to the passive predicate of the agentless construction. The passive
predicate consists of two parts: 1) the two-place converse of the active
predicate and 2) a zero unspecified term to which the converse
predicate is applied. The passive is not derived from but is related to
the active. The modifier of the passive predicate is the functional
counterpart of the subject in the active. The


