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Norbert Elias has been described as a great sociologist and over recent
years there has been a steady upsurge of interest in his work. Yet
despite the fact that he was active for nearly sixty years from the 1920s
to the 1960s it was only in the 1980s that English translations of his
works became widely available and the importance of his contribution
to the sociological endeavour was fully recognised in the English
speaking world. This book provides a comprehensive and accessible
introduction to the key aspects of Elias's work and then applies an
Eliasian approach to key topics in contemporary sociology such as race,
class, gender, religion, epistemology and nationalism. The editors have
brought together a distinguished group of international sociologists
and this book will not only change the course of Elias studies but be a
valuable resource for both students and scholars alike.
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As the nation's drug crisis has deepened, public and private agencies
have invested huge sums of money in prevention efforts. Are the
resulting programs effective? What do we need to know to make them
more effective? This book provides a comprehensive overview on what
we know about drug abuse prevention and its effectiveness, including
Results of a wide range of antidrug efforts. The role and effectiveness
of mass media in preventing drug use. A profile of the drug problem,
including a look at drug use by different population groups. A review of
three major schools of prevention theory--risk factor reduction,
developmental change, and social influence. An examination of
promising prevention techniques from other areas of health and human
services.  This volume offers provocative findings on the connection
between low self-esteem and drug use, the role of schools, the reality
of changing drug use in the population, and more. Preventing Drug
Abuse will be indispensable to anyone involved in the search for
solutions, including policymakers, antidrug program developers and
administrators, and researchers.


