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Recent developments in the cultural history of written culture have
omitted the specificity of practices relative to writing that were
anchored in colonial contexts. The circulation of manuscripts and
books between different continents played a key role in the process of
the first globalization from the 16th century onwards. While the
European colonial organization mobilised several forms of writing and
tried to control the circulation and reception of this material, the very
function and meaning of written culture was recreated by the
introduction and appropriation of written culture into societies without
alphabetical forms of writing. This book explores the extent to which
the control over the materiality of writing has shaped the numerous
and complex processes of cultural exchange during the early modern
period.


