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This 2007 book draws from and builds upon many of the more
traditional approaches to the study of international human rights
institutions (IHIs), especially quasi-constructivism. The author reveals
some of the ways in which many such domestic deployments of the
African system have been brokered or facilitated by local activist forces,
such as human rights NGOs, labour unions, women's groups,
independent journalists, dissident politicians, and activist judges. In the
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end, the book exposes and reflects upon the inherent inability of the
dominant compliance-focused model to adequately capture the range
of other ways - apart from via state compliance - in which the domestic
invocation of IHIs like the African system can contribute - albeit to a
modest extent - to the pro-human rights alterations that can
sometimes occur in the self-understandings, conceptions of interest or
senses of appropriateness held within key domestic institutions within
states.
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Sommario/riassunto By looking at state-sponsored memory projects, such as memorials,
commemorations, and historical museums, this book reveals that the
East German communist regime obsessively monitored and attempted
to control public representations of the past to legitimize its rule. It
demonstrates that the regime's approach to memory politics was not
stagnant, but rather evolved over time to meet different demands and
potential threats to its legitimacy. Ultimately the party found it
increasingly difficult to control the public portrayal of the past, and
some dissidents were able to turn the party's memory


