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Two groups were persecuted over the course of four hundred years in
what is now the southwestern United States, each dissimulating and
disguising who they truly were. Both now declare their true identities,
yet raise hostility. The Penitentes are a lay Catholic brotherhood that
practices bloody rites of self-flagellation and crucifixion, but claim this
is a misrepresentation and that they are a community and a charitable
organization. Marranos, an ambiguous and complicated population of
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Sephardic descendants, claim to be anousim. Both peoples have a
complex, shared history. This book disentangles the web, redefines the
terms, and creates new contexts in which these groups are viewed with
respect and sympathy without idealizing or slandering them. Simms
uses rabbinics, literary analyses, psychohistory, and cultural
anthropology to consolidate a history of mentalities.
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In The Concept of the Elect Nation in Byzantium , Shay Eshel shows how
the Old Testament model of the ancient Israelites was a prominent
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factor in the evolution of Roman-Byzantine national awareness between
the 7th and 13th centuries. The Byzantines' interpretation of the 7th
century epic events as manifestations of God's wrath enabled them to
incorporate the events into a paradigm which they now embraced: the
Old Testament paradigm of the Israelite Elect Nation's complex
relationship with God, a cyclic relation of sin, wrath, punishment,
repentance and salvation. The Elect Nation concept enabled the
Byzantines to express the shift in their collective identity toward a
shrunken, yet more clearly defined, national awareness.
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Praise for Service-Oriented Architecture ""This book provides a superb
overview of the SOA topic. Marks and Bell provide practical guidance
across the entire SOA life cycle-from business imperatives and
motivations to the post-deployment business and technical metrics to
consider. With this book, Marks and Bell demonstrate a unique ability
to take the complex dynamics of SOA, and through an eloquent set of
metaphors, models, and principles, provide an understandable and
insightful how-to manual for both technical and business executives.
This will become a required handbook for


