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The Ottoman empire as a political entity comprised most of the present
Middle East (with the principal exception of Iran), north Africa and
south-eastern Europe. For over 500 years, until its disintegration

during World War 1, it encompassed a diverse range of ethnic, religious
and linguistic communities with varying political and cultural
backgrounds. Yet, was there such a thing as an 'Ottoman world' beyond
the principle of sultanic rule from Istanbul? Ottoman authority might
have been established largely by military conquest, but how was it
maintained for so long, over such distanc



