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In the developing world, the choices available to couples for fertility
treatments in the 21st century are wider than ever before. This is a time
when most types of infertility can be treated by modern 'test-tube’
methods, yet reproduction itself has become inextricably bound with
social and political trends - declining birth rates, delayed first
pregnancy, childbirth beyond the age of 40, the state funding of
infertility treatment - fertility treatment is a hot topic, high on the

agenda of politicians in their efforts to reverse declining national

fertility rates. The range of new technologies






