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Recent studies on Dutch encounters with indigenous peoples in the
Americas and West Africa have taken a narrow regional approach rather
than a comparative Atlantic perspective. This book, based on Dutch
archival records and primary and secondary sources in multiple
languages, integrates indigenous peoples more fully in the Dutch
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Atlantic by examining the development of formal relations between the
Dutch and non-Europeans in Brazil, the Gold Coast, West Central
Africa, and New Netherland from the first Dutch overseas voyages in
the 1590's until the dissolution of the West India Company in 1674. By
taking an Atlantic perspective this study of Dutch-indigenous alliances
shows that the support and cooperation of indigenous peoples was
central to Dutch overseas expansion in the Atlantic.


