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Constructive interreligious dialogue is only a recent phenomenon. Until
the nineteenth century, most dialogue among believers was carried on
as a debate aimed either to disprove the claims of the other, or to
convert the other to one's own tradition. At the end of the nineteenth
century, Protestant Christian missionaries of different denominations
had created such a cacophony amongst themselves in the mission
fields that they decided that it would be best if they could begin to
overcome their own differences instead of confusing and even
scandalizing the people whom they were trying to convert


