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The battle of Heligoland Bight was the first major action between the
British and German fleets during World War I. The British orchestrated
the battle as a warning to the German high command that any
attempt to operate their naval forces in the North Sea would
be met by strong British resistance. Heligoland Island

guarded the entrance to the main German naval anchorage at Kiel.
Fought on August 28, 1914, the engagement was
complicated by dense fog, the piecemeal engagement of

German forces, and the un
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