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Social scientists and philosophers confronted with religious phenomena
have always been challenged to find a proper way to describe the
spiritual experiences of the social group they were studying. The
influence of the Cartesian dualism of body and mind (or soul) led to a
distinction between non-material, spiritual experiences (i.e., related to
the soul) and physical, mechanical experiences (i.e., related to the
body). However, recent developments in medical science on the one
hand and challenges to universalist conceptions of belief and
spirituality on the other have resulted in "body" and "
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