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Competitive elections have become an institutionalized feature of
contemporary Indonesia's politics. This, together with other
considerations, makes it reasonable to call Indonesia the world's third
largest democracy. Nonetheless, demaocratic elections in Indonesia are
both more complex and interesting than is commonly understood. This
book explores how local elections in Indonesia have affected the
development and dynamics of Indonesia's fledgling democracy. Based
on fine-grained analyses of elections in five localities, the book shows
how Indonesia'’s transition to direct elections of local



