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"Buddhism in the Modern World explores the challenges faced by
Buddhism today, the distinctive forms that it has taken and the
individuals and movements that have shaped it. Part One discusses the
modern history of Buddhism in different geographical regions, from
Southeast Asia to North America. Part Two examines key themes
including globalization, gender issues, and the ways in which Buddhism
has confronted modernity, science, popular culture and national
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politics. Each chapter is written by a distinguished scholar in the field
and includes photographs, summaries, discussion points and
suggestions for further reading. The book provides a lively and up-to-
date overview that is indispensable for both students and scholars of
Buddhism"--
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Looking beyond the familiar trappings of the cult of female chastity-
such as hagiographies of widows and chastity shrines--in late imperial
China, this book explores the cult's political significance and practical
ramifications in everyday life during the eighteenth century. In the first
full-length study of the subject, Janet Theiss examines a vast number
of laws, legal cases, regulations, and policies to illustrate the social and
political processes through which female virtue was defined, enforced,
and contested. Along the way, she provides rich details of social life
and cultural practices among ordinary Chinese people through
narratives of criminal cases of sexual assault, harassment, adultery,
and domestic violence.


