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In the last half century new religious movements or cults of one sort
and another have mushroomed throughout the US and Europe.
Increasingly these groups have been met with attempts to monitor and
control them on the part of the state, and concerns about the
protection of religious ‘consumers' have been set against the
democratic right to religious freedom. In this collection, leading
sociologists of religion from the UK, US, Western and Eastern Europe
debate the political, practical and ethical issues which arise from these
changes in the religious landscape.



