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Oscillating between the majesty of the Greco-Byzantine tradition and
the modernity predicted by Giotto, Early Italian Painting addresses the
first important aesthetic movement that would lead to the Renaissance,
the Italian Primitives. Trying new mediums and techniques, these
revolutionary artists no longer painted frescoes on walls, but created
the first mobile paintings on wooden panels. The visages of the figures
were painted to shock the spectator in order to emphasise the divinity
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of the character being represented. The bright gold leafed backgrounds
were used to highlight the godliness o


