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Focuses attention on the role of geography and, more specifically, on
the interplay of nomadic, settled and maritime societies. In doing so, it
presents a picture of the world of India and the Indian Ocean on the eve
of the Portuguese discovery of the sea route.
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This book seeks to help shape the debate surrounding power and
polarity in the twenty-first century, both by assessing the likelihood of
US decline and by analysing what each of the so-called 'rising powers'
can do.As the twenty-first century moves out of its first decade,
American supremacy continues to generate intense debate about the
nature, quality and sustainability of US power. At the same time,
significant developments in four rising powers - China, Russia, India
and the European Union - have provoked analysts to ask whether
multipolarity is a realistic prospect. M






