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For more than half a century before World War II, black South Africans
and "American Negroes"-a group that included African Americans and
black West Indians-established close institutional and personal
relationships that laid the necessary groundwork for the successful
South African and American antiapartheid movements. Though African
Americans suffered under Jim Crow racial discrimination, oppressed
Africans saw African Americans as free people who had risen from
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slavery to success and were role models and potential liberators.
Many African Americans, regarded initially by the South Afric


