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This book gives a structured account of Egypt's transition from
Ptolemaic to Roman rule by identifying key relationships between
ecology, land tenure, taxation, administration and politics. It introduces
theoretical perspectives from the social sciences and subjects them to
empirical scrutiny using data from Greek and Demotic papyri as well as
comparative evidence. Although building on recent scholarship, it
offers some provocative arguments that challenge prevailing views. For
example, patterns of land ownership are linked to population density
and are seen as one aspect of continuity between the Ptolemaic and
Roman period. Fiscal reform, by contrast, emerges as a significant
mechanism of change not only in the agrarian economy but also in the
administrative system and the whole social structure. Anyone seeking
to understand the impact of Roman rule in the Hellenistic east must
consider the well-attested processes in Egypt that this book seeks to
explain.
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"This book inquires into the use of prediction at the intersection of
politics and academia, and reflects upon the implications of future-
oriented policymaking across different fields. The volume focuses on
the key intricacies and fallacies of prevision in a time of complexity,
uncertainty and unpredictability. The first part of the book discusses
different academic perspectives and contributions to future-oriented
policymaking. The second part discusses the role of future knowledge
in decision-making across different empirical issues such as climate,
health, finance, bio- and nuclear weapons, civil war, and crime. It
analyses how prediction is integrated into public policy and
governance, and how in return governance structures influence the
making of knowledge about the future. Contributors integrate two
analytical dimensions in their chapters- the epistemology of prevision
and the political and ethical implications of prevision. In this way, the
volume contributes to a better understanding of the complex
interaction and feedback loops between the processes of creating
knowledge about the future and the application of this future
knowledge in public policy and governance. This book will be of much
interest to students of security studies, political science, sociology,
technology studies and IR"--



