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The project of applying general systems theory to social sciences is
crucial in today’s crisis when social and ecological systems clash. This
book concretely demonstrates the necessity of a Marxist approach to
this challenge, notably in asserting agency (struggle) as against
determinism. It similarly shows how Marxism can be reinvigorated from
a systems perspective. Drawing on his experience in both international
systems and low-input agriculture, Biel explores the interaction of
social and physical systems, using the conceptual tools of
thermodynamics and information. He reveals the early twenty-first
century as a period when capitalism starts parasitising on the chaos it
itself creates, notably in the link between the two sides of imperialism:
militarism (the ‘war on terror’) and speculative finance capital.
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After a survey of recent approaches to the study of Paul's use of
Scripture, the four main chapters explore the use of Isa. 54:1 in Gal. 4:
27, the catena of scriptural texts in 2 Cor. 6:16-18, Hos. 1:10 and 2:23
in Rom. 9:25-26 and Isa. 57:19 in Eph. 2:17.In each case, the
ancienwriter seeks to place the letter in its historical context and
rhetorical situation, identify the significance of any conflations or
modifications that have taken place in the citation process, analyse the
citation's function within its immediate context, compare its use by
Paul with the various ways in which the text is interpreted and
appropriated by other Second Temple writers, and evaluate the main
proposals offered as explanations for the riddle posed by the citation.
That done, he offers his own account of the hermeneutic at work,
based on an analysis of the explicit and implicit hermeneutical pointers
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through which the letter guides its readers in their appropriation of
Scripture.This book compares the hermeneutical approaches of the four
letters and draws conclusionsconcerning the interplay of continuity and
discontinuity between Scripture and gospel in Paul's letters and the
relationship between grace and Gentile inclusion in his theology.


