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Black Eden chronicles the history of Idlewild, a Michigan black
community founded during the aftermath of the Civil War. As one of
the nation's most popular black resorts, Idlewild functioned as a
gathering place for African Americans, and more importantly as a
touchstone of black identity and culture. Benjamin C. Wilson and Lewis
Walker examine Idlewild's significance within a historical context, as
well as the town's revitalization efforts and the need for comprehensive
planning in future development. In a segregated America, Idlewild
became a place where black audiences could


