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Arguing that the commercial stage depended on the unprecedented
demographic growth and commercial vibrancy of London to fuel its
own development, Jean E. Howard posits a particular synergy between
the early modern stage and the city in which it flourished.In London
comedy, place functions as the material arena in which social relations
are regulated, urban problems negotiated, and city space rendered
socially intelligible. Rather than simply describing London, the stage
participated in interpreting it and giving it social meaning. Each chapter
of this book focuses on a particular place within the city-the Royal
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Exchange, the Counters, London's whorehouses, and its academies of
manners-and examines the theater's role in creating distinctive
narratives about each. In these stories, specific locations are
transformed into venues defined by particular kinds of interactions,
whether between citizen and alien, debtor and creditor, prostitute and
client, or dancing master and country gentleman. Collectively, they
suggest how city space could be used and by whom, and they make
place the arena for addressing pressing urban problems: demographic
change and the influx of foreigners and strangers into the city; new
ways of making money and losing it; changing gender roles within the
metropolis; and the rise of a distinctive "town culture" in the West End.
Drawing on a wide range of familiar and little-studied plays from four
decades of a defining era of theater history, Theater of a City shows
how the stage imaginatively shaped and responded to the changing
face of early modern London.
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Machine generated contents note:  Introducing the perfect meal Let the
show commence: On the start of the perfect meal Tastes great, but
what do we call it? The art and science of food description Plating and
plateware: On the multisensory presentation of food Getting your
hands on the food: Cutlery The multisensory perception of flavour
Using surprise and sensory incongruity in a meal Looking for your
perfect meal in the dark How important is atmosphere to the perfect
meal? Technology at the dining table On the future of the perfect meal .
" The authors of The Perfect Meal examine all of the elements that
contribute to the diner's experience of a meal (primarily at a restaurant)
and investigate how each of the diner's senses contributes to their
overall multisensory experience. The principal focus of the book is not
on flavor perception, but on all of the non-food and beverage factors
that have been shown to influence the diner's overall experience.
Examples are:  the colour of the plate (visual)  the shape of the glass
(visual/tactile)  the names used to describe the dishes (cognitive)  the
background music playing inside the restaurant (aural)Novel
approaches to understanding the diner's experience in the restaurant
setting are explored from the perspectives of decision neuroscience,
marketing, design, and psychology"--
"The first book dedicated to the sensory science behind "eating out",
considering every sensation involved in the dining experience"--


